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Term 2 Week 9  Issue : 08 
14 June 2010  

 
Nga mihi atu mahana ki nga whanau katoa o Te Kura o Oromahoe. 
  
Next week, as well as the flurry of preparations for our ‘light festival’, we will have a visiting  
Principal in the school.  This year I am involved in a collaborative project to improve student 
achievement which is coordinated by the Ministry of Education.  I am working with Jackie Osborne, 
the Principal of Ahipara School, and Jennifer Cochrane, the Pincipal of Waikino School in the  
Karangahake Gorge. Jackie visited Oromahoe in term one and interviewed a few children to get some 
baseline data.  I spent four days at Waikino School at the end of last term and helped Jennifer with 
her project to determine the effectiveness of their recent review of the Waikino school vision and 
logo, and the definition of a Waikino learner.  It was a very interesting week. Next week Jennifer will 
spend some time here at Oromahoe School helping with our review of the teaching and learning of 
writing, which is the area we have specifically targeted for improvement this year.  She will be in 
classes and talking to children about their learning.  We welcome Jennifer and appreciate the time she 
has given to doing this. 
 
We had our first firing of the adobe oven last week, thanks again to Grant who came along to  
supervise. The Room 4 children made pizzas that smelled and looked delicious! (see photo) 
Another two firings are planned before the light festival, so we should be experts by then!  
 
Thank you to everyone who has come forward with offers of help for the festival and for the library 
workshop tonight.  What a great supportive community we have at Oromahoe School!   
 
I extend a big welcome to two new staff members; Maria Azar, who is working in Room 2 with 
Declan and Sarah Millwater, who will start in Room 4 with Cleo after the term break.  Sadly Chris-
tine has resigned and will be leaving at the end of term.  We will have a special ‘Christine’ assembly 
on Tuesday 29th of June to show our appreciation of all she has done and meant to us over the years.  
You are all invited to come along for the assembly at 9.00am followed by a shared morning tea.  
 
As the junior class continues to grow, several children will move classes at the beginning of next 
term.  Anton and Russell will go into Room 4 and Oona, Annalise, Summah and Dylan will move 
into Room 2.  We have a big bulge in the junior classes which, although challenging to manage at the 
moment, is positive for the future of the school. 
 
  
 
No reira kia ora ano,    Annie  

Looking forward   

14 June Monday PTA Mtg, 6.00pm 

14  June Monday Library  Book Covering evening, 7.00pm 

25 June Friday Light Festival, 4.30pm 

28June Monday BOT Mtg, 5.30pm 

29 June Tuesday Celebration Assembly, 9.00am 

19 July Monday Term 3 Commences 

14 June Monday Lantern Making in Tech Bay, 1.00pm 

 2 July Friday Last day of Term 

21 June Monday Visiting Principal  for the week 

 
BALANCED ENGAGED SUCCESSFUL THINKERS 



PTA News 
 
We welcome any new 
members to come along to a meeting. Keep an eye out in the 
newsletter for the next date. If you would like to  receive the 
minutes via email please email Jodie - willandjo@xtra.co.nz 
or the minutes are available in the school office. New ideas 
are always welcome! 
 
 We are still looking for 1 or 2 people to help with the school 
lunches 2 or 3 times a term. It takes less than an hour on a 
Friday morning. Jane and Jodie would really appreciate some 

Netball Report 
First of all, a huge Thank you to Brenda for coaching our girls. Unfortunately Brenda 
has stepped down due to other commitments. Thank you so much Brenda for giving 
all our girls a great start to the game! 
 
 5th June – We lost to Opua (BOI Marine). A wonderful effort by the girls against an 
experienced team. Great attacking game played by Bella. Kerikeri Clean Team player 
of the day was Teigan. Congratulations Teigan! You are proving to be a great  
defensive player and listening to what you are being taught to make intercepts  
easier. 
 
 12th June – A loss for our team, 11-2 against Team Extreme (KKPS). Great 
games played by K’Lee and the “never give up”  Maya who has had such a  
wonderful start to her first year of netball. Kerikeri Clean Team player of the day 
was Kate! Well Done Kate! She is beginning to learn how to use her height in 
the defensive circle and attempting intercepts more often. Keep up the good 
work! 
                                                                                          
The girls are looking forward to entering the New World netball tournament on 
the 27th June and will be having an extra training on a Monday afternoon. 
Any queries, Ph/Txt Jodie (027) 6711984 

LIBRARY HELP 
 
We are having a book covering evening to get some of the 
new books out into the library. 
Date : Monday 14 June      Time:  7.00pm  
Come along, share some good company, a glass of wine 
maybe? and help get those books into the hands of our  
children. 

WANTED! 
 

Tins with lids. 
Any shape or 
size ( good  
condition). 
For pinhole 
Cameras. 
 
Drop off at  
Office or give to 
Aaron (Maya 
and Oona’s 
Dad). 

Outstanding payment for school activities: 
 
We still have a number of outstanding  payments for school 
activities such as Life Ed and The Fire Show.  We would 
appreciate payment of these as soon as possible please.   
 
If Internet Banking is easier for you we would love to receive 
any future payments this way. 
 
Our account details are: 
Oromahoe School BOT.  ASB  Paihia  123091—0119106—00 
 
Please put your name and activity as reference and/or send us 
an email saying that you have deposited money this way. 
Thank you. 

Room 4—First Pizzas from our Oven! 



CROSS COUNTRY 
 
The wind took deep breaths.  My teeth chattered with 
adrenalin.  “Beep”!  The hooter went;  we all raced down 
the mudslide hill—I was puffing already.  I tagged along, 
third was my placing (for now).  We ran around the oak 
tree to the top of the hill, raced down the mud slide and 
up again.  We were near the end.  I thought “now was my 
chance”. 
I raced with all I had left—coming first up the hill but 
Kerekeri was right behind me. She ran as well, then sud-
denly I got dizzy.  I walked, then jogged then walked 
again.  With all I had I jogged down the finish by the po-
dium.  My aim was  to come first and beat Courtney but a 
placing is a placing and a cool medal is a cool medal:  
coming second is pretty WOW! 
 
I felt proud standing on that podium in front of my family. 
 
By Jasmin 

    THINGS ROOM 2 LIKED ABOUT THE LIGHT FESTIVAL 
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ART SHOW NORTH  
 
Congratulations to Bjorn Aslund for winning 
the Primary section of this exhibition which 
was held at Waitangi on Queen’s Birthday 
weekend. 
 
The whole Oromahoe display was a credit to 
the artists involved. 
 
Pictured here is the display of artworks in-
spired by snorkelling at Matauri and the 
Poor Knights earlier in the year. 
 
Bjorns artwork is bottom right.  

 
Ripper Rugby 



 
Greetings All, 
 
 Kia Ora from your new Board. 
 
 Following the recent elections the following parents are our new Parent Trustees. 

Tania Aslund - Tanya presently has 3 children, Bjorn, Andre and Anton, attending Oromahoe 
School. 

 Megan Bentley - Megan has 2 of her children, Mia and Isaiah, attending Oromahoe School and is 
returning from the previous Board, which she chaired for 2 years. 

 Dinah Lawrence - Dinah’s son Alex is in Room 4 and Dinah has had experience as a staff trustee 
for a school in Auckland. 

 Dwayne Osgood - Dwayne has one of his children, Nikita, attending Oromahoe and Dwayne has 
chaired the Oromahoe  School PTA  for the past year. 

 In addition to the Parent trustees we have a Staff Trustee,  Chris Foster  who has had previous board  
experience as a Principal at Rawene.  
 Annie McGlone  as Principal completes the Board. 
 At our first Board meeting in May Megan Bentley was re-elected as Chair of the Board.  Dinah took up 
the role of secretary. 
 
The new Board will be involved in Board training over the next few months and have already taken 
part in some financial training with the school’s accountant, Warwick Turner. Warwick also presented 
financial statistics from all the schools in the Northland area and we found that Oromahoe School re-
ceives 2/3 of the average government funding received by schools in Northland. This is due to our 
higher than average decile rating of 6.  
These findings verify our need to continue fundraising which the Board has decided to do this year by 
holding a Light Festival  on June 25th. 
We would like to thank the parents who have already stepped forward to help and welcome any sup-
port you can offer as it is the children who will benefit from our efforts. 
 
The Board would like to thank and wish our best to Claudia Vandenameele  who left the staff at the 
end of May. 
Christine Sweetapple, who has been at the school for 9 years, will also sadly be leaving us at the end 
of Term 2. We would like to thank Christine for her years of dedication and cheery nature!! We wish 
you well! 
 
 We would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Maria Azar who has started in Room 2 as a 
Teacher Aide for Declan and  Sarah Millwater who will be in Room 4 as a teacher aide from Term 3. 
 
Your new Board looks forward to its term of office with enthusiasm and commitment. The aim of the 
Board is to improve student achievement and we will endeavour to do this through the development of 
the school charter, policies, ensuring legal requirements are met, fundraising etc. 
 
 Regards, 
 
 The Board 
 

 
Oromahoe School Board of Trustees  
                         Newsletter June 2010 

THANK YOU TO PIT STOP FOR GENEROUSLY SPONSORING OUR  NEWSLETTERS 
 
PIT STOP:  MUFFLERS  TYRES  BRAKES  SHOCKS  SERVICI NG  W.O.F. 
Cnr Mill Lane & Sammaree Place, Kerikeri.   Email: kerikeri@pitstop.co.nz    www.pitstop.co.nz 
Ph 09 407 8646   Fax: 09 407 8622 


